
23rd Annual

Santa is giving his reindeer a break this season and is turning 
to his favorite furry friends to help! What better combination is 
there other than man’s best friend and the holiday season? 
Dress your pooch in those ugly Christmas sweaters! This 
season isn’t just for us humans; pups like to celebrate too!

This year’s Festival of Lights theme is related to everything 
dog. Bring your canine companions out and show them off in 
their best holiday garb! Decorate your floats as a doggy winter 
wonderland! Let your pups prance in the parade!

Join us Thursday, November 29th at 7pm for an evening full of 
lights and laughter. Make sure to bundle yourself and your furry 
friend up, as the weather outside may be frightful! Also, make 
sure your furry friends are leashed! This is sure to be a 
tail-wagging, bark-tastic event!
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Thanks to our Sponsors!

Timeline
The following timeline will be used to ensure a safe and efficient 
evening. Your cooperation is greatly appreciated! 
5:15pm - Parade Staging Area Opens 
Entries MUST enter the First Lutheran Church parking lot from 2nd 
Ave. Please check in with Parade Officials and follow the 
instructions given. Line-up is first come first serve, however parade 
staff will alternate floats with music and those without.
6:15pm - Float Judging Begins
7:00pm - Parade Begins
The parade will make a right out of the driveway to the East of the 
First Lutheran Church and make an immediate left onto Main Ave. 
The parade will end at Third Street. Floats should have a plan for 
which direction they are leaving the parade route. 



Judging
Judging will take place promptly at 6:15 pm. Please ensure entries are 
in the staging area at that time. Entries will be judged and awarded in 
the following categories: 
Mayor’s Choice 
The shining star chosen by our Mayor! Demonstrates attention to 
detail, applies to the theme and is sure to be a crowd pleaser.
Best Use of Music
Plug your ears! This is the float that demonstrates not only 
consideration of the theme, but true sound quality.
Best Use of Theme 
Clever, witty or obvious, this float executed this 
year’s theme to perfection! 
Best Use of Lighting
The crowd will be putting on sunglasses when this 
float comes by!  Whether it’s this float’s clever use or 
sheer quantity, it’ll be glowing.

Driving in the Dark
When you pull your entry to the staging area, YOU MUST DRIVE WITH 
YOUR VEHICLE LIGHTS ON and it is recommended that the entries be 
lit up as well.  During the parade, vehicles will NOT use their headlights 
AND THE ENTRIES MUST BE FULLY LIT. After the parade is over, tow 
vehicles should exit the parade route and parking lots WITH THEIR 
HEADLIGHTS ON and, again, it would be helpful to have the entries lit 
up for safety.

Regulations
1 | Entries must be registered (with the Chamber office),  and must 
     execute a Parade of Lights Liability Release form (available at the 
     Chamber office). *A $25 entry fee will be submitted with entry form.*

2 | All entries are to contain lighting; i.e. Christmas lights, spotlights etc.
3 | Floats shall be constructed to withstand weather.
4 | This year we are allowing Santa to be displayed on all floats, 
     however please refrain from having your Santa wear the 
     traditional Santa Suit.
5 | No entry may be taller than 14 feet. 
6 | ABSOLUTELY NO BEER, LIQUOR, OR TOBACCO WILL BE 
     ALLOWED BY VENDORS OR ENTRANTS.
7 | City of Brookings Ordinance No. 28-00 Section 34-351. Safety 
     Regulations for Parade Participants and Observers.  The following 
     regulations shall apply to all parades:
 a) It shall be unlawful for any parade participant to throw, 
     toss, or distribute candy, toys or other objects from a float 
     or vehicle in a parade to observers or others during a 
     parade.
 b) Candy, toys or other objects may be handed or gently 
      tossed by parade participants to parade observers 
      provided the parade participant distributing candy, toys, 
      or other objects stays within five feet of the curb.
 c) It shall be unlawful for any parade observer to impede or 
      interfere with the progress of any parade or marching 
      and or to cause a parade participant to stop a parade 
      vehicle during a parade.
 d) It shall be unlawful for any parade observer to throw or 
      toss any object toward a parade participant during a 
      parade.

Recommendations
1 | All entries should be lit for evening viewing, using white and/or  
     colored lights.  A minimum of 50 lights per foot length of entry is 
     recommended.  An example would be that a six-foot entry would 
     require a minimum of 300 lights.  Individuals or organizations may 
     participate as “trees” or “angels” or “elves,” etc. - using battery 
     operated lights. The lighted displays are the most important parts of 
     these entries.  Lighted trees and branches are especially effective.  
     Spotlights may be used.
2 | Generators can be used to power all lights on entries.  Make certain 
     the generator is large enough to provide adequate power.  All 
     entrants using generators should attempt to muffle generator noise 
     so it doesn’t drown out the music, i.e., a three-sided box over the 
     generator, etc.  Also, be certain your generator has a full tank of 
     gasoline.  NO EXTRA CONTAINERS OF FUEL WILL BE 
     PERMITTED on parade entries.
3 | The sponsor’s name can be displayed on the sides or back of the 
     entry.  Holiday wishes such as, “Happy Holidays from. . .” are 
     appropriate. 
4 | EVERY ENTRY SHOULD HAVE A FIRE EXTINGUISHER riding on 
     the entry or in the cab of the tow-vehicle.  
5 | Make certain all objects on the floats are secured FIRMLY.
6 | Prepare for poor weather, but hope for the best.  All parade 
     participants should dress warmly.  Consider bringing hot chocolate, 
     coffee, etc.
7 | Provide for the safety and comfort of any horses that are ridden or 
     pulling entries.  If you plan to have other animals (dogs, etc.) in the 
     parade, be certain they will be able to withstand the weather.

For more information, 
please contact the Chamber Office:

415 8th Street South
Brookings, SD 57006

605-692-6125
brookingschamber.org 



Parade Entry Form
Business / Organization Name

Mailing Address

Contact Person

Phone Number

Email

What type of entry would 
you have in the parade?

Towed Entry

Walking Entry

Live Animals

Vehicle

Band

Other

Do you plan to have music 
on your float?

Yes

No

Release Form:
I, the undersigned, as participant or as the parent or guardian of a participant herein named, do hereby agree to hold harmless 
EACH and ALL parade sponsors, AND the operators of the individual entries/floats in the parade for any and all damages 
and/or injuries that may or could occur as a result of participating in the above names parade and event.  
I agree that it shall be my responsibility as a participant or as the parent or guardian of a participant to assume all liability for 
expenses that could arise from any potential injury or damage as a participant in the above named parade.
I authorize the Brookings Area Chamber of Commerce and its partnering organizations to use images and/or video footage 
from the parade. I understand it may be used in a publication, print, electronic media (e.g. Video, CD-ROM) or broadcast. I 
waive the right to inspect or approve the finished product and understand there is not compensation for being part of the 
photos or video footage. (Release forms may represent the entire group or each individual in the group.  It will be assumed that a “group” release form is submitted with the knowledge of each individual in 
the group.  If you would like to have signed release forms for each group member, feel free to copy the original.) 

Organization

Authorized Signature

Date

Please return by November 9, 2018 to:
Brookings Area Chamber of Commerce,

 415 8th Street South, Brookings, SD 57006   
Fax: 605.697.8109

Email: info@brookingschamber.org
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